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ABSTPACT 

Fieldwork with a Hydaburg resident yielded this 
descriptive paper, which focuses on Haida syntax, and especially 
predication. The verbal word in Haida is of three distinct 
types— active, stative, and neutral— the first two of which may occur 
in either SOV or OSV word order. Neutral verbal aords are relatively 
rare and take active pronouns plus a particle prefixed to the 
predicate root. Three types of roots nay head predication: verbal or 
active, adjectival^ and adverbial. Tense and aspectual suffixes nay 
be attached directly to either a siiaple or derived predicate root. 
Three primary tenses (present, distant past, and distant future 
tenses) are described, along with three suffixes (timeless aspectual, 
compound perfective, and compound priximate future suffixes) . As 
primary tenses are marked distinctively in the interrogative, it 
would appear that the indicative and interrogative are separate moods 
in Haida. Negation is seen as a relatively straightforward process 
involving the infixing of a particle before the tense/aspect 
suffix(es). For all tenses and aspects, the third person plural is 
inflectioually marked. (DB) 
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Inrroductioa 

Originally this paper was meant to deal with predicate J!ti>:es in 
wneral in daida as spoken ti d.-^y in Hydaburg, Alaska and as compared 
to those discussed in Swanlon's (1911) outline of the stru Hure o: the 
languaAc u^iin^ affixal d"esij;nations. The cr.jiple>:iry of the tas'r: hj-s 
scmevhic altered thnt ori>;in tl plan. it was noL v-ntil after two i^e;»ar^te 
periods of fieldvorV (sti%''»rr in Hydabur;; 3 d tht^ previous vi.iter 

and ^prin^, of 1972 in Seattle) chat Si idea of the «=:«-uriO -.-it^**^ - - tr- 
present Ijn>',ua^^* < ou I ! resented (ifastmm -lud Aoki - 1 oi i: * • -d'.^-, 1*^^*^)* 

Th. » aii'ily,sis if ;eU rt acvl i»M i Kts froci the I tn^i.vi.v - '-^U?'' an.' 

V Mil] he uHirafiK- r*'\a<;-'.l in Iijit of vet un^ovt-^-c: inf-r m-u... i. 
a! t rn;U ioTi 

iM.^ pjp»M- is now I J rodih t yet a third fir-: v. .t "•^n- ar^ ic- 

out thi*- v<-ar by East??an, V.Vl=irh, and Vau.'hr-n v.,!!.:?./ vi-.i • i-. /m 
ro-^idrrit currrntlv livipj. in Seatth'.^ 'Hti^ te I*' ;t ' » « i 

a prol iininarv syntactic analysis enph a-jizin^; ; rt^U - it i <»n * r ' » a 
.T'orp!u>Io«ii al -:nilvsi.s ot alfjxil • io^r.t its 'a> ? r ^ ' . 

I'V e/.pe<,r. that this r»L^»'aich uill sown be:u H t fr<i. i u'iss* i t t U -i 
£j )o,- (o b,/ rotiplt^tij i \ y f tvinc (Columbia and nov . f th I\ ./.-ii 'iji M»i^.^uir. 
la Viiforfa, H.^:.) on ii. .m(<- !taicla. 

ft <\\^^A<] b'- p. int^'d Mt- that .t*.v>rdinr inf ^ ^ 



Haida of Prince of Wales Island arc Masset speakers. Our data so 
far, as compared to Harrison's account of Masset (1895), indicates 
that there are soios differences between Masset and the language spoken 
at Hydaburg (Kaigani). Whether or not the difference is dialectal 
or due to language change cannot yet be ascertained. It is clear, 
however, that the lang?jage of Hydaburg resenbles Masset as described 
in the literature more closely than it does Skidegate. 
The Haida Sentence 

The paper by Welsch (1975) also prepared for this conference 
docuraenta both an OSV and SOV word order in terms of subject and object 
(or stative) pronouns whether emphatic or declarative respectively. 
It appears as well that noiniial subjects and objects also reflect this 
order. 

The verb complex is composed of a predicate root followed by 
affixes. These Pred Root + Affix combinations are the focus of this 
paper. 

Haeberlin (192J) published a critical analysis of the composition 
of the verb In Haida as analyzed by Swanton (1905). Swanton awlyz^d 
thv VK*rb complex as belnj^^ composed of four elements in fixed order: 

a. instrumental pr«»fixes 

b. classifying prefixes 
i . predicative terms 

I. verbal stems 
f. lt>r.itlvp and modal suffixes (Haeberlin 1923:159). 

IN ai,:,M«';f •! thai, 

''Ifisli^ad of assuming different categories of elc;menls and 
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attributing to theo definite positions In the complex. It Is 

ittptr^tlve to view the situation from the broader standpoint of 

the combination of stems in general." (Ibid .) 

Harrison (18S5) presented the verb in Halda as a series of con- 
jugations (in terms of mood and voice; and with verbs categorized 
as regular and irregular) « 

Both Harrison and Swanton saw essentially two verb categories 
as evidenced by the following statements: 

1. "If we consider an action on the one hand as expressing what: 
anything does, or on the other hand as expressin]^ what 

is done to it, we indicate these differences by the Active 

and Passive Voices as: 

Active Tlaou istang I take 

Passive Dl istlagung I am taken (Harrison 1895:133) 

2. "Verbs are strictly distinguished as active and neutral. 
Neutral verbs are, on the whole, those designating states oi, 
body and quality, while all other verbs are considered dP 
active. Th subject of the latter is expressed by subjerr 
pronouns, while the pronominal relations of the neutral 

verb are expressed by the objective pronouns." (Swaiiion I92J:217) 
In our research we found too little evidence of a Passive/Ac l:^^'-' 
distinction to justify setting up such categories. In accord with 
Swanton, the Active/Neutral opposition appears to prevail. Howev^u , 
while the forms which may be considered "active" stem to coircl<1e 
with the majority of verbs, the "neutral" forms also include adjectival 
and complemc-utlxlnK \>»-iti^ i» ' foHowed by the t:err,poral anJ m-j r^cLual 
suffixes. 

i 



Thus, we propose setting up three categories ^J' v.-rbal "words'" 
as fellows: 

1. ACTIVE 

Active pronoun (declarative or emphatic) + Predicate Poot + 
Temporal /Aspectual suffix (es) 

a. Active pronoun 4- (nominal object) + Predicate Roor -r 
Tetnporal/Aspciclual suf f ix(es) 

b. (emphatic nominal or pronominal object) + Active pronoun 
+ Predicate Root + Temporal/Aspectual suffix(es). 

2 . N'EUTRAL 

Active pronoun (Declarative or emphatic) + £u + Predicnre K* -"L 
+ Temporal/Aspectual suffix(es), 
3 STATIVE 

Statlve pronoun + Predicate Root 4 Tt mpor.il/ A$.poo» ual suff x(cf.). 

a. Stative pronoun + (nominal object) + Predicate Koot + 
Temporai/Aopcctuai suff ix(es) . 

». (t^mphatic nominal or pronominal object) + ' » . 

+ Predlca::e Root + Temporal/Aspectual suf f i.%(o/>) . 
Niite that there are two types ot Active and Stacive verh'il -1 ^ 
depending on th<^ ordering nt subjects and objet'ts with rt*:p*vr t« 
other (OSV or SOV) . The Neutral verbal word is rlj»u'acteri/i bv r,> 
overt object yet in implied one (f.e.» "somethi* »;") . 
Example'^: 
A c t j.v e 

n ) i Us} ^ 

2 

(2) /to ?^in t i/>rj ] am eatiii,, fi ^ 

.) 

4 



» - t 



I. 
i 



lUO 



1 1 
I* i 



. 1 i " ' 
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(13) *in tagai £u di guduijg9ij I want to eat fish. 

ein (fish) tagai (the food) gu (which 
di (1) guduq (want)9at) (present) 

(14) k?iwai gu(t) hai kag^i) He's walking In the street. 

k?iwai (the street) gu(t) (t'is) what) 
hal (he) kai^n (walk — present y 

(15) ?hujai gu kia 1 istaiyan He gave meat to the wolf* 

?hujai (the wolf) gu (is who) kia (oK-at) 
1 (he) istaiyan (give ~ past) 

(16) y.a:;a1us jvi ndi \rdl He pa^'e candy to the baby. 

ij,tai;Fn xuxujus (the baby) gu (is who) kcT mh 

(candy) (he) istagun (give \>^^t) 

(17) ka;ndi u nui) xaxujus gu He gave candy to the bab/. 

h^l istagun karndi (the candy) u (is) nuij (v-hoO 

xaxujurf (the baby) su (is vhu) r.ol 'he) 
istag^in (give — past) 
Note thit in (17), another possible relative pronoun u ru?^ ^Aui 
the nour. rnndy which is its referoat. It is al^.- the ca'?e ih.il iu 
in (li) through (17) occurs after the noun to which it vt-f' rs. 
Harrison (1895:I^>'0 makes reference to a shape cJassiii»:r f u. --^ 'c 
not certain what the relationship of this shape Massif icr ie. : ^ tu<' 
particle whi* h wc hive disci^'Scd* 

nn.. r.-rr lining; o -currcnce of must also h,- mentioned. Ou 
.ippears n-; what to us seonij; an Irr-ducable part of a nui-^hor ot vr*'- 

, Jik- (i. ij ^'tiJp'tive root) pr«, ttv 

7 



(18) dl «aok gulag^rj I like halibut 

(19) di lagBij I am pretty 

The £u occurring In Neutral verbal words which co-occurs with 
Active (declarative or emphatic) pronouns might possibly, in the light 
of the preceding discussion, then, be seen as a neutral object rather 
than an intransitivizlng or neutralizing particle as it first appears 
to be. As such it might be interpreted as follows: 
(4) Zao guta I eat or I eat (food, naturally!) 

In this view, the ^ might be seen to refer to the predicate's logical 
object, which is always implicit unless another object is stated in 
which case the ^ does not occur. In fact, it is probably reasonable 
in this view to do away with a category of Neutral altogether and to 
consider such verbal words as a subcategory of Active in which an 
active pr-)noun occurs and there is no overt object but the ^ 
(Edwards: 1975). 

(2) Zao^in tagvtj I am eating fish 

Compare (2) with (20): 

(20) gUm gu t*3l da?a5gUi} We don't have anything. 

From the preceding it may be seen that we have identified thi«» 
types of verbal words which occur in the HaJda sentence: iUf .u»i» 
neutral, and stative. We also have identified ihre'H types i i ^U^A .n - 
Root. That is, inherent verbal roots are not the only fnrm'? vlikh 
take suffixes marking tense and aspect. The:-»e suffixes also or cur on 
adjectival and adverbial roots. 

Tht: rt?mainder of this paper is a prcsent<it ion oi lUc v^u ious 
Tense and Aspect markers analyzed so far. Exmaplcs wilJ he r.ivcn of 

8 



the suffixes on the differing predicate roots as well as with the 
different types of verbal word as identified above. 
Tense and Aspect 

As mentioned earlier, within the three categories of verbal 
word there arc three types of predicate root which may head predi- 
cation: verbnl (or active), adjectival, and adverbial. In fact 
these three types of root are generalized in the language and occur: 

(a) to head predication, as is the concern in this paper but also 

(b) to head a nominal complex and (c) to modify nominal complexes and 
verbal complexes. Thus, we have: 

(2) lao tin tag^S^rj I am eating fish 

Here ta, an active root, heads predication. In tawal "food,*' 
ta heads a nominal complex. 

Examples of adjectival roots are: 

(21) di gulgagSrj I am ambitious 

7 

(12) fii halag^t) I am fal 

Here j^lj^ and haia are the heads of predication but arc adjec- 
tival roots as demonstrated by Lhelr co-occurrence with the i>^ati\♦• 
pr«)noun dl. 

Sufflxej} denoting tense and aspect are attached dlrectJy to the 
predicate root. 

(22) di gulga amyaga^i) I am very ambitious 

Note that In (22) the predicate root is amya as compared to (21) 
where it is gulga. Sentence (22) is an example of an adverbial root 
heading prod Ira tion. As an adverbial root It requires an adjectival 
form to precede it (i.e., gulga ) which it modifies. 

H 
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The particle amya and also another one aoya translate as "very** 
or "very much" and may be analyzed as intensive suffixes to a predicate 
root as well as adverbial roots. In fact this is probably more appro- 
priate since other adverbs in the language are not infixed but rather 
precede the verbal word in a sentence, e.g., 

(23) dSman u tinai at k?atg9ij I am cutting the fish carefully. 

daman (carefully) u (is how) tiinai 
(the^fish) aX (I) k?atg^ (cut - present) 

Amya and aoya are regarded as auxiliary or derivational intensive 
particles suffixed to the predicate root preceding tense and aspect 
markers. We have a few examples of what might be interpreted as an 
inceptive derivational particle which C'ccurs in the same position 
within the verbal word as the amya / aoya intensive, e.g., 

(24) dr^k ie>mg5»elgOij You're getting drunk. 

(ex. Swanton, 1911:257) 

as compared with 

(25) d^rjk lamga You are drunk. 

Note in sentences (21), (22), (24), and (2S) the suffix £^3 
on gulga and l amga . In these sentences the root of predication (i.r , 
gulga and lamga ) co-occurs with the stative pronoun and appears to 
function as an adjectival root. The form 2^ however Is nomlnnl for 
"rum" and only becomes adjectival with the suffix £a which nriturs on 
a number of roots of predication in stative verbal words. The question 
is whether to consider Rulga and lamga as predicate roots or posit 
a morphologically complex aspectual suffix gaggr; "be in a stnte or 
condition + present." Evidence so far indicates that 1h hrsl 

1.0 
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treated as an intransitivizing particle (more piop^- in this analysis 
a "s'cativizing" particle) • (See below under the di^fi ussion of the 
"perfect" and also under 0 or the ''uuiuarked*' i..iL-i i. le. ; 

We have been able to distinguish from ^ur data six suffixes 
indicating tense and aspect:. There appear to be ih. i.>i^ovLng dis- 
tinctions made: 

Present £^ 
UniParkf^d }^ 

Pasc 

Perfect or Recent Past 
Proximate Future 
Future 



ansan 
san 



These suffixes will be discussed primarily <j v i ocrur in en - 
Indicative raood. Tense and Aspect is also mai-k^.i ",u'j.-vt'il in the 
Interrogative mood as well as differentially in the l>5e^;)lU'e. This 
paper will conclude with some f.enerai remarks ie?yi-dii.: Axu intent-- 
lationship of tense and aspect with nep,ation and iater .on. 
Present g&j 

The suffix marking present tense is most vv'w^ --^i^ .-^V (^^--^[j'^-p^ 



e-g. , 

(26) sintla la dUt)k gulag^tj 

(27) di st?ig53 

(28) 1 gulgagag 
(2) Zao 'fin ta&^ij 

(29) wed u di lamgbtj 



Why do you like h- i ? 

I'm sick. 

lie's ambitious. 

I am eating fish. 

I am drunk now. 

wed (now) u (ir w! ^m. 

(am drunk) 
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Certain predicate roots suffix (d)at^ to mark the present tense, 

e.g. , 

(30) gusgyao 1 isdaij What is he doing? 



I am heavy (fat) . 
I am killing him. 
I'm going to town. 
I'm cold. 

You (plO have two canoes, 



(31) di a qinaij 

(32) la 1 tiar) 

(33) taonge Z kaid^^tj 
(3A) di xwidS>tj 

(35) Xii) wadluan a ^iwai 

gistS*]^ da?ai^ 

(36) qiantil 1 k?asqideij He is forgetting his name. 
Predicate roots which end in a vowel or glottal stop (possibly only 
in /a/ + (/?/)) suffix a^ for the present tense (numbers (31), (32), 
and (35) above) while predicate roots ending in ft/ follow the RonGral 
rule of intervocalic voicing at morpheme boundaries in the lanp.uagr* 
(Eastman and Aoklj 1975) and then suffix the -ajj. 

The third person plural is specially marked for tcn.^e and aspect. 
In Llie Dresent tense it is marked by a post predicate root Juf flx 
wan. However It tends to merge in the present with the marker nij, thus: 

(37) yfln u 1 Lanwatj They are on a beat going after fish. 

They are on a boat goln^', aftci fish. 
They have two canoes. 
They are getting oolichans. 



(37a) lao iiLn tanwar) 

(38) Au gist^i^wu 1 dawai^ 

(39) sao giao 1 istwaij 
Unmarked 



The gdrj suffix and its various realizations discussed above 
refers Lo the present or ongoing in time. There Js also a 0 suiflH 
which translates much as the present except that it represent!, moro o( 
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xu/ 



an aspectual sense of state or condition. 



(40) tin u ta 
(40a) tin u dx/n tagarj 
(25) ddrjk lamga 

(41) hadas sk?awan sk?adaj^ 
(14) dui)k di qulada 

(42) awuTj 1 quiadvan 
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You (sing.) eat fish (timeless). 
You (sing.) are eating fish (present). 
You are drunk. 

The Halda pick salmon berries. 
I love you. 

They love their mother. 
Notice that the third person plural marker for the unmarked aspect in 

(42) above is again wan, here attached to the predicate root minus 
its final vowel. 

Past 

The Past tense suffix differs from the present phonologically 
5SlZ ^^^^ ^"^^ ^ dental rather than a velar nasal. In addition • 
the third person plural suffix with the Past is wu and it is maintained 
as separate from and preceding the tense marker rather than merging 
with it as was seen in the Present. 

(43) ada/ di 'ft?iaga^ Yesterday I was slim, 

I loved him very much. 
1 ate the fish. 
They ate the fish. 
I killed him. 

The past tense suffix also follows the rule discussed above with regard 
to the Present suffix such that stems which end in /t/ suffix ajl 
(£>n^) and the /t/ automatically voices intorvocally. 
(48) yalai xidan The raven flew away. 

In addition, when a predicate root ends in n ve]/ir nasaJ /ij/ the voic-^d 

12 
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(44) lal di quiadaoyag»n 

(45) "tin uX ta^n 

(46) 'tin ul tawugOn 

(47) la 1 tigan 
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velar stop of the tense/aspect suffix assimilates to it. 
(49) nUtj xaxujus u Jiujal The child played with the wolf. 

inaijan < Inaij + gan 
Perfect of Recent Past Ri + R&n 

Consider the following sentences: 



(50) Zao gutagigSn 

(51) tao gutagiugBn 

(52) tin u 1 t^igig3n gwa 

(53) kek dSn taga 

(54) kekgai XUn tagiga 

(55) kekgai Z tagigSn 

(56) kekgai X tagigSui 

(57) la t?ai qiijgam 

(58) la t?dl qiijg^i 

(59) k?iu jyjij^s kungig^n 



I already ate. 
They already ate. 

I ate the fish already (gwa lit. "now") 

Did you eat the cake? 

Did you (pi.) already eat the cake? 

I ate the cake already. 

I ate the cake already. 

Vii saw him. 

We already saw him. 

We cleaned the clams already (so, cook 



'em!). 

The perfect or recent past from these examples appears to be somewhat 
complex. Note that the third person plural marker occurs as lu and 
in the example provided (51) occurs between ^ and g9n . This exampli 
serves as evidence that f^UiBn probably does not exist as 'in djolcitabU 
marker of a perfect or recent past suffix. It may be the case that 
gi is an auxiliary or derivational particle much as amya and aoj^ja were 
seen to be earlier. Examples (53) and (54) are interesting, however, 
in this regard. Sentence (53) shows jga as a generalized marker of 
past tense In the Interrogative, while (54) shows another form gl -f ga 
as the Interrogative Perfect. From this Jt would appear that the 
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perfect or recent past tense Is formed by prefixing £i to the past 
tense marker whether indicative or interrogative. 

Examples (57) and (68) show a contrast between a regular past 
tense and an -i, form of the perfect as suffixed to the past. Ex- 
amples (55) and (56) differing only in the presence or absence of the 
suffixal are typical of our evidence regarding an independent 
form of the perfect. It shows that basically from our data (55) and 
(56) and other sentences like them are alternative forms generally 
substitutable for each other. Where sentence (56) is an acceptable 
alternate ^or "I ate the cake already" it also may be translated as 
"I have already eaten the cake** and is thus perhaps more of a per- 
fective in content thus agreeing with the affix 1 posited by both 
Harrison and Swanton as designating the perfect or recent past (ex. 
Swanton 1911:249 and 253). 
Proximate Future ansan 

Harrison (1895:155) describes an **intentional form*' which is 
used to signify what the speaker intends to do as: 
Tlaou kaitungkasang I am about to go. 

Tlaou kwoyadaungkasang I am about to love, 

tlaou ha e 1th taungkasang I am about to fight. 

Swanton (1911:249) observes a gasang . gasas **imxnediate or imminent 
future occurrence.** He suggests that it is compounded from an -sija 
•'simple futurity suffix*' plus an -(a) sang suffix implying **infallible 
future occurrence.** We have the folJLowing examples of an ansan suffix: 
(60) ^in i halanansan I am about to fry fish. 
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(61) t kaid^nsan 1 am about to go. 

(62) adaZ tawai 1 hilauansan By tomorrow the food will be gone. 

adaX (tomorrow) tawai (the food) 1 (it) 
hilauansan (gone - is about to be) 

(63) sk?awan halunsla Au I I "ill be about to go away when the 
hanjawansan salmon berries are ripe. 

(64) Xao dd3 an tao dahansan I am about to buy food for you. 

(65) Zao idinuansan I am about to eat. 

Sentence (63) exemplifies the marking of the third person plural with 
the - cnsan proximate future suffix, i.e.. wan + ansan > wansan. From 
the examples it seems that ansan in this data does have much the same 
significance as Harrison's intentional and Swanton's imminent future. 
We have a few isolated examples of a particle ankasan, e.g., 

(66) Zao Zdiauankasan I am going to eat. 

However, it appears that by far most regularly the form for the 
proximate future is ansan . 

The particle ans also occurs only rarely and we have no reason at 
this stage of our analysis to suspect that in terms of tense and a-^Pt" «- 
that It occurs as anything other than a shortened form of M^i] (or 
a nkasan ) . 

(67) k?iu^UnAis kUnans We ure about to clean the cl.>a.s. 

We are going to clean the clams. 

cf . 

(63) k?lu ^^Ur) ?Ci8 kUnansan We will clean the clams. 
Rer.ular or Distant Future flan 

As (68) shows, there is a regular future as well in san. With 
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the third person plural as subject the regular future appears as: 

(69) adaX kekgai 1 tawasan They will eat the cake tomorrow, 
with the third plural marker here occurring as wa. It also occurs 
in the future in Its full form wan. 

(70) h9l wadluan u Xdanuwansan They will all eat. 
In general the future tense is straightforward. The following set 
of sentences serve as examples: 

(71) di gudiijal Hititsan I will feel sad. 

(72) adaX dUi^ X qitj«an 1*11 see you tomorrow. 

(73) adaX di Ti?iasaa Tomorrow I will be slim. 
(7A) t*awa slu di xuitsan When it snows I will be cold. 

(75) di qaskit lasan I will be pretty. 
Discussion 

Having analyzed the above tense and aspect markers in Haida, it 
has been made clear that the verbal word in Haida is basically composed 
of initally one or more nominal or pronominal forms + a Predicate Root 
(active, adverbial, adjectival) + temporal/aspectual suffjx(es). Hew- 
ever, it has also been brought out in the course of analysis that 
other particles of a likely auxiliary or derivational nature inter- 
vene between the Predicate Root and the Temporal/Aspectual suffixes. 
Further for each tense or aspect there is a special marked form of 
the third person plural which occurs after the Predicate Root. It. 
is also the case, as the above analysis might not lead one to believe, 
that certain tense/aspect markers may. occur with each other as: 

(76) danja u xagai a Jane will talk to the children, 
gusug^san danja (Jane) u (is who) xagai (the 

children) a (to) gusug^rtjsan (talk + 
Q present + future) 

ERJC 17 ^ 



A more accurate translation of (76) Is "Jane will be talking to the 
children*" The nature of compounding sentences in the form of (76) 
plus uncovering further derivational suffixes which occur / Root 



Tense/Aspecn require much more detailed investigation. For example, 
sentence (77) contains what we have tentatively analyzed as a directional 
derivational affix ai-^a which fits in with the other facts of the 
verbal word as presented in this pres£-it analysis. 

(77) Carol u gintajai tautai Carol put the blanket in the box. 
Isdaiyan Carol u (is who) gincajai (the blanket) 

tautai (the box) isdaiyan (do/makfc/"put" - 
in past) 

Interrogation and Negation 

In general interrogation may be expressed by Intonation or with 
interrogative pronouns and adverbs such as gus or sinXa "why?". In 
such cases, inflectional interrogative suffixes are optional and in 
fact occur rarely. However when there is no separable interrogative 
word, primary tense (i.e., present, past, and future) is marked by 
one or both of two interrogative inflectional suffixes us and £a. 
Ga marks both past tense and interrogation. That is, the indicative 
past tense marker never occurs in a past tense question. In the 
present tense interrogation is marked by us alone, while in the future 
us is suffixed to the regular future marker san . ^^^^ " 

(78) la dUf3 gula(w)u8 Do you like him? 

la (him) dUi) (you) gula(w)us (like - 
present interrogative) 

(79) kek dUn taga Did you eat the cake? 

kek (cake) dUn (you) taga (eat - past 

^ interrogative) 
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(80) dl qaskit lasanus Will i be pretty? 

dl (I) qaakit (appear) lasanus (pretty 
future Interrogative) 
As was seen above, the perfective aspect is seen as ^1 + the 

Past tense g^ci . Similarly in the negative, the perfect has the form 

of £l + the interrogative Past marker £a. 

(54) kekgaiPlUn tagiga Did you (pi.) already eat the cake? 

kekgai (the cake) ^Un (you, pi.) 

tajjiga (eat - perfect interrogative) 
The negative of both the indicative and interrogative mood is 
regularly aij^ and it is infixed between the Predicate Root (simple 
or derived) and the indicative or Interrogative tense/aspect marker. 

(81) d3jj gutaij8a(n)us Aren't you going to eat? ^ 

guta + arj + san + us (eat - negative 
future interrogative) 

cf . 

(82) d0ij gutasnnus Are you going to eat? 
Consider the following sentences: 

(83) adaZ gUm ddman dBt^ Didn't you sleep well yesterJay? 
q?atuja 

(84) adaX gUm^inai aX tauja Didn't I eat the fish yesterday? 
(90) sinJCa gUm la dUrj Why didn't you like him? 

gulax^ (w)uja 

In sentences (83) through (85) past tense negative interrogation Irf 
illustrated* Also, observe that negation in two of these examples is 
marked simply by gUm *'not" without the otherwise regular ar^ infix In 
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the verbal word. The particle iija suffixed to the predicate then seeias 
to mark past tense Interrogation on negative questions. At 4:his point 
In our analysis we are working with an hypothesis that the underlying 
form of this Past Interrogative inflectional suffix Is us + (g)a 

where /s/ in the environment / + V becomes /j/ as In dus "cat," 

dujai "cats," "the cat(8)." This analysis seems plausible In the light 
of two examples we now have of -uja on Past tense non-negative Inter- 
rogatlves as well: 

(86) i:in dUn tagiwuja You ate the fish already? 

(87) sii^a la dur^ gulauja Why did you like him? 
Summary 

The preceding analysis has presented the verbal word in Haida 
as being of three distinct types; Active, Neutral, ami Stative. Both 
Active and Stative verbal words may occur In an SOV or OSV word order. 
Verbal words are so ".ategorlzed according to their co-occurrence with 
the Active (declarative of emphatic) or Stative pronoun series (Welsc!. 
1975). Neutral verbal words are relati^^ely rare and take Active pron^unf, 
+ a particle £u- prefixed to the predicate root. Also there aie three 
types of roots which may head predication; verbal or active, ..dject : v . 
and adverbial. Tense and Aspectual suffixes may be attached difec< Iv 
to a simple predicate root or else to a derived predicate root {sUt,). 
Derivation was seen as being beyond the scope of this present paper. 
Three primary tenses were described: present, distant past, and distant 
future. In addition a timeless aspectual suffix was discussed along 
with a compound perfective suffix made up of a particle _gi + the distant 
past and a compound proximate future suffix made up of a particle an + 
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the distant future. It was seen that the primary tenses are marked 
distinctively in the Interrogative. Thus it would appear that the 
Indicative and Interrogative are separate moods. Inf lectionally» 
negation is a relatively straightforward process involving the infixl 
of a^ before the tense/aspect suffix(es). For all tenses and aspects 
the third person plural is inflectionally marked. 
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NOTES 

1. We wish to thank Bertha George who acted as consultant and Elizabeth 
Edwards who helped with the analysis in this paper. 

2. The schwa here is used to represent syllabicity, the particle /gai/ 
ranges phonetically from a velar followed by a syllabic velar nasal 
[g^ to [gUij\ with a full high back lax vowel. The symbol 3 is used 
to represent a general reduced unstressed vowel often epenthetic. 

3. See Welsch (1975) regarding the differing forms of pronouns within a 
single series, e.g., both the declarative and emphatic forms of acti/e 
prounouns. 
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